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A Bilade of Grass Becomes
a Sceptre.

2 WILSON A BENTLEY
HE beauty of the dew has
: been chronicled by poets
since time began, dut it has
reqained for the moders art
of photography to capture and dis-
play the amasazingly intricate pat-
terns that the fluid molsture cen
create. Spears of grass and leaves:
of clover, even crickets and grass-
hoppers laden with drops of dew!
and photographed against e dark
backgreund, are metamorphozed
into surprising lewelry. The range
af patterns is infinite. In fact, the
wholc history of jewelry, from the
simplest to the moat elaborste cre-
ationr 1Is recapitulated iu these pic-
turez taXen on a Summer lawn.
Nature. generglly given credit for
supplying precicus stones ozly in
the rougl:. for man to cut and pol
ish and sot in his owan way, is ca-
pabie of giving, herzei!, demca-
strations of unique !deas of design.
Th- elzborate perfection of snow
crystais is familiar (o every chiid,
who finés them presented in ori-
mary iextbooks But the nicre
irnaginative patterns that He with-
in the heavy dampness of the cut-

doors on a July morning are Iz2ss

generully known.
They are narder
io see. fur ooe
thing becnuse
they are aot
throwm into relief.

Late Spring and
sarly o ‘mmer, be-
fore the fir=st
vivid colors of
ETOWINg thinge
have faded. are
the best Umes to
see the patterns.
Then if ever, as
Longfsliow has
pointed out, come
perfiect days.
While “heaven
tries earth if it be
in tune.” and so
on, the dew is

heavy and re-
spiendent.
Here are the
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GLORIES OF THE DEWDROPS
CAUGHT BY THE CAMERA

Sunrise Reveals the Magnificent Jewelry of a Summer
Night in a Thousand Iridescent Patterns

A Rilcszom Set With Brifliants.

jewels; the setlings are liviag or
inanimeate things that are still
wkile the dew jewels form. No
| one {except scme drowsy insect
| “bat is msre grateful for the cool
Iness then he Is interested in the
}deman::trat!an of the laws cf phys-
rics) sees the process. But in the
'moming, in that short space of
dayiight before sunrise, the com-
pleted designs lie in their myrind
splandor acrozs the landscape. The
scale is minute io detaill, stupen-
dous in range.

It iz a lavish and profiigate cre-
etion, for the whole is destroyed in
en hour or two. The heat of the

dicg gun ztes ali, and
befcre that the movement of iiving
things--birda and bugs and men—
bave rudely broken many of the
palierns. But the sun at first plays
an esthetic rdle, adding color to the

Above
A Spider's Web
Transformed Into
a Necklace.

A Plant Strung
With Sparkling
Gems.

Caterpillar Grass Turned Into
a Glittering Jewel.
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simulated jewels. First the dvrsps
of dew ere mostly pearls and exor-
aids, or round diamonds; but i the
sun’s rays they taRe on the hues of
rubies and amethysts aad tur
quoise and opals and sapphires and
all the glittering catalogue that
laptdaries know.

The effects achieved are infinitely
varied. The gamui is run from
stark simplicity to & rococe ornate-
ness that might be describad as os-
tentation. Strings of matched
pearls, imperizal in their splendor,
Hle cavelessly atrung along a thread
provided by an Industricus spider.
Below it are intricately jeweled
shrubs that might bring the senza-
tion of grandeyr to an Abyssinian
potentate who wished to display Lis
riches tangibly in = head-dreas.

Nature satirizes the folbles and
vanities of men and women in the
Qiscarded fewelry modeas of the
past. Here Is one of thcse gaudily®
3 d bees, ed so fine lni
the gay '90s, when no Gibson Gir!
could possibly exist without one.
There i3 2 scarfpin mounted with
one buge and improbable pearl—
such az gentlermen of the. race-
course, in the same perlod, used tc
esteemn so highly. Diamond stom-
achers, which would have outshone
&ll in the boxes at the Metropolitan
when Melba sang, are prolfusely
scattered about, snd there are few-
eled faus fit only to cool the dbrow
aof tbhe King's favorite' as she
strolled through the gardens of
Versailles. The most modern note

is touched 23 well ..
Perhaps the most beautiful of all

the designs that the iridescent
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drops of ithe dew can forma Is the
adornment of a spider's web, The
beads are strung with amazing
regularity atong the bright strands,
formsing icops of shining precision.
From the lcaves of strawberry
plants they hang a= pendants, and
the edges cf the jeaves are lined in
pearls. The light down of the dan-
delion is sdorned with dismonds,
glving it an unwonted magnificence
—ocne strange to the dandelion’s
humble birthright. Blades of grass
are sceptres crusted with stones
from Opbir, or biades of Damuscus
with glittering hilts.

Another (nteresting thing about
dew dropa is that they serve ea mir-
rors and refiect thefr surroundings.
Sometimes the larger ones reflect a
picture that mey be caught In =
photograph. One of the pictures on
this page, for lustance, shows the
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l ‘The Shamrock
|Scinu'llatu With
; Jewels of Dew.

A Fern Becomes
an Omament
for a Quecen.

A Common Fly Gleams Like Rare
Fewel.

reflection of the author, taking the
photograph.

FPhotograpbing the patterns of the
dew csn be accomplished without
great difficulty, although it re-
quires skili and a good dea! of pa-
tlenrce. Almost any one-fourth size
photo lens, weill stopped down, will
do; but one must have an exten-
sion camera, or attachment. And
the best reaults are obtained by
using a dense black backgrouad.

The time must be eerly in the
morzing, at or as soon as possible
after suarise. Some objects can
be photographed without previous
preparation in their natural envi-
ronment. If the abject be a straw-
berry leaf, or some similar leaf, it
is cften best to photograph It in its
natura environment, first removing
tae dry, bare, undestrabls surround-
Ing objects that might mar the view
or cast a ghads.

Rather esme!l leaves or ohjects
should be selected, so that they
will bear considerable magnifyirg
2nd 80 that the dew drops wrill be
relatively large as compared with
the size of the leaf or the abject.

Having selected the subject and
placed a black background behind

it, with the cam-
era cenired and
focused on the
subject, you are
prepared to take
a perfect picture
—provided early
morning breczes
do not arise to
shake and distort
the lmages. A
moining breeze Is
the nemesis of
the dew pholog-
rapher. One may
have found a
marvelous study,
may huave got
everything readg
for an exposure.
and then may
have vsinly to
wait for a mo-
ment of stiil
alr.




